
Subject 
Information 

• English Language and Literature 

• English Language 

• Media Studies 

• Travel and Tourism 

• Welsh First Language 

• Welsh Second Language 

• French Language 

• Drama and Theatre Studies 

• Art and Design 

• Music 

• Photography 

• Textile Design 

• Sport 

• Health and Social Care 

• Psychology 

• Business Studies 

• Geography 

• History 

• Mathematics 

• Further Mathematics 

• Biology 

• Chemistry 

• Physics 

• Agriculture 

• ICT 

• Computer Science 

• Engineering Design 

• Product Design 

• Welsh Baccalaureate  



English Language and 

Literature 
A qualification in English is useful in gaining University 

admission in a range of faculties and may assist in finding employment in areas as diverse as 

the law, education, journalism, politics and government. Studying English also enhances the 

ability to use language fluently.  

Course Contents 

The WJEC syllabus comprises two modules for AS and three for A2. 

Course Requirements 

Students should aim for two B grades in GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature. 

The teaching of AS/A2 is only a basis for the students’ work.  Pupils must include a large 

element of private study to enhance their appreciation and understanding. 

  

AS Units A2 Units 

Unit 1 – Comparative Analysis and Creative 
Writing (closed-book) 
Written examination: 2 hours 20% 

Unit 3 – Shakespeare (closed-book) 
Written examination: 2 hours 20% 

Section A: Comparative analysis of poetry 
and unseen text.  
Section B: Creative writing and 
commentary.  

Section A: Shakespeare extract 
Section B: Shakespeare essay 

Unit 2 – Drama and Non-literary Text Study 
(open-book) 
Written examination: 2 hours 20% 

Unit 4 – Unseen Texts and Prose Study 
(open-book) 
Written examination: 2 hours 20% 

Section A: Post-1900 drama 
Section B: Non-literary text study 
 
 
A Level (the above plus another 3 Units) 

Section A: Unseen texts 
Section B: Prose study  

Unit 5 – Critical and Creative Genre Study 
Non-examination assessment: 2500-3500 
words 20%  

Section A: Genre study 
Section B: Related creative writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English Language 
A qualification in English is useful in gaining University 

admission in a range of faculties and may assist in 

finding employment in areas as diverse as the law, 

education, journalism, politics and government. Studying English also enhances the ability to 



use language fluently.  

Course Contents 

The WJEC syllabus comprises two modules for AS and three for A2. 

Course Requirements 

Students should aim for two B grades in GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature. 

The teaching of AS/A2 is only a basis for the students’ work.  Pupils must include a large 

element of private study to enhance their appreciation and understanding. 

  

AS Units A2 Units 

Unit 1 – Exploring Language 20% 
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes  

Unit 3 – Language Over Time 20% 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Section A: Analysing language.  
Section B: Contemporary English.  

One multi-part question and one essay 
question analysing language change over 
time.  

Unit 2 – Language Issues and Original and 
Critical Writing 20% 
Written examination: 2 hours  

Unit 4 – Spoken Texts and Creative Re-
casting 20% 
Written examination: 2 hours  

One question in three parts – one essay on 
a language issue and one original writing 
task plus commentary.  
 
 
 
 
 
A Level (the above plus another 3 Units) 

Section A: Analysing spoken language 
Section B: Creative re-casting 

Unit 5 – Language and Identity 20% 
Non-examination assessment: 2500-3500 
words  

An investigation based on one of the 
following:  

 Language and self-representation 

 Language and gender 

 Language and culture 

 Language diversity 

 

 

 

 

Media Studies 
Media products play a central role in contemporary 

culture, society and politics. They shape our 

perceptions of the world through the 

representations, ideas and points of view they 

offer. Studying media offers learners the opportunity to develop a thorough and in-depth 

understanding of key issues, using key concepts and a variety of critical perspectives to 

support critical exploration and reflection, analysis and debate. 

Course Contents  

The WJEC syllabus comprises two modules for AS and a further two for A2. 

Course Requirements  



Students should aim for two C grades in GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature. 

The teaching of AS/A2 is only a basis for the students’ work.  Pupils must include a large 

element of private study to enhance their appreciation and understanding. 

AS Units A2 Units 

Unit 1  
Investigating the Media 
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes 
24% of A Level 
Section A: Selling Images – Advertising and                
Music Videos   
Section B: News in Online Age 
Section C: Film Industries – from Wales to 
Hollywood 

Unit 3  
Media in the Global Age  
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes  
36% of A level 
Section A: Television in the Global Age 
Section B: Magazines – Changing 
Representations 
Section C: Media in the Digital Age – Video 
Games 

Unit 2  
Creating a Media Production 
Non-exam assessment  
16% of A level 
A media production, including individual 
research and planning, created in response 
to a choice of briefs set by WJEC, and 
applying knowledge and understanding of 
key concepts.  
An individual reflective analysis of the 
production. 
 

Unit 4 
Creating a Cross-Media Production  
Non-exam assessment  
24% of A level 
A cross-media production, including 
individual investigative research and 
development, created in response to a 
choice of briefs set by WJEC and applying 
knowledge and understanding of key 
concepts and digital convergence.  
An individual critical analysis of the 
production. 

 

 

 

 

Travel & Tourism 
BTEC National 
Extended Certificate 
Equivalent to one A Level 

This course is for those wishing to learn about the Travel & Tourism industry as part of a 
balanced programme of study. 

It is a two-year programme equivalent to one A Level. 

What does the course involve? 

You will develop the skills needed to examine, interpret and analyse a variety of statistics 
that measure the importance of the industry in the UK. You will investigate the features, 
appeal of different global destinations, visitor attractions and events. You will also explore 
how to develop a successful marketing plan for a travel and tourism organisation. 

Three compulsory units include: 

 The World of Travel and Tourism 



 Global Destinations 

 Principles of Marketing in Travel and Tourism 

Students can choose from the following units: 

 Visitor Attractions 

 Events, Conferences, and Exhibitions. 

 

Exam board 
Pearson 

 

Requirements 
You are not expected to have any particular qualifications or subjects at GCSE, although you 
must have a minimum of 5 GCSEs at grade C, including Mathematics and English. 

You need to be organised. 

 

Assessment  

42% -Assessment  

58%- Examination 

 

Course Specification  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Travel-and-
Tourism/2017/Specification/BTEC_NAT_EC_TT_AG_SPEC_ISS1_230818.pdf  

Welsh First Language 
This is a course for any student who has an interest 

in Welsh language and literature and is eager to 

develop their written and oral skills so that they can 

communicate confidently and correctly in a variety 

of situations. There is an opportunity to read and respond to early and current literature 

and learn how to appreciate Wales’ cultural heritage. 

  

Examination Board 

 WJEC 

 

Course Summary  

 

AS (Year 12) A2 (Year 13) 

Unit 1 (15% ) 
Film (Hedd Wyn), Drama (Siwan) and Oracy.  
A 45 minute external exam discussing the film 
and drama. 
Unit 2 (10%) 
Non-examination Assessment   
Two tasks are completed for the unit. Every task 
should contain between 1,000 and 2,000 words.  
Task One – Write an extended piece in one of the 
specified formats 
Task Two – An essay or written speech, suitable 
for delivery, presenting an opinion or viewpoint 

Unit 4 (20%) 
Novel (Un Nos Ola Leuad) and Oracy. 45 minute 
external exam discussing the novel and establish 
links with other relevant texts.  
Unit 5 (20% ) 
In a formal 2 hour exam the students answer two 
questions on medieval prose (Branwen daughter 
of Llŷr) and early and medieval poetry.  
Unit 6 (20% ) 
In a formal 2 hour exam the students answer two 
questions – an appreciation of prose or poetry not 
previously studied and making connections with 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Travel-and-Tourism/2017/Specification/BTEC_NAT_EC_TT_AG_SPEC_ISS1_230818.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/Travel-and-Tourism/2017/Specification/BTEC_NAT_EC_TT_AG_SPEC_ISS1_230818.pdf


(Completed under special conditions) 
Unit 3 (15% ) 
In a formal 2 hour exam the students answer two 
questions – one on the use of language and the 
other on twentieth and twenty first century 
poetry. 

other relevant texts in an essay and Welsh 
Language in context. 
 

 

Career Opportunities 

With an increase in the demand for people who can use the Welsh language confidently, the 

Welsh Language course is one that should be considered if they hope to follow a career in 

Wales. Being bilingual is an undoubted advantage when applying for jobs in: the education 

and media sector, translating and administrative jobs, but also in any sector that works with 

the public, for example, medicine, the law, local and national government, the theatre – the 

list is endless. 

 

 

 

Welsh Second Language 
The Welsh Second Language course is the next step 

from the GCSE course that asks the students to 

make connections between different aspects of the 

subject providing a suitable foundation to enable 

the candidates to continue to study the language in the future. The Welsh Second Language 

Course is taught through esgol. 

 

Examination Board  

WJEC 

Course summary

AS (Year 12) A2 (Year 13) 

Unit 1  - Film and Oracy Exam (25%) 
Section A – Discuss the ‘Patagonia’ film in a group 
for 20 minutes.  
Section B – Every candidate is given 5 minutes to 
give their individual response about what they 
have completed in Unit 2. 
Unit 2 – Non-examination Assessment (10%)  
Create a package of three extended pieces of 
writing: article, report, portrait, story, interview, 
letter, blog or diary. The whole package should 
contain between 1500-2000 words. 
One of the pieces is completed under exam 
conditions. 
Unit 3 – Written Exam (15%)  
In a formal 2 hour exam the students have to 
answer two questions – one concentrating on 
using the language and grammar and the second 
an essay question on poetry. 

Unit 4 - Drama and Oracy Exam (25%)  
An external 45 minute exam discussing Section A 
(Living in Wales) + B (Drama Crash) [approx. 30 
minutes in a group] and Section C (Individual 
Response) [approx. 5 minutes for each candidate]. 
Every candidate will discuss a topic which feature 
in the course chosen by the examiner: Family, 
Relationships, Responsibility, Love, 
Communication. 
Unit 5 – Written Exam (15%)  
In a formal 2 hour exam the students answer two 
questions about the Welsh in society and 
responding to an English reading extract in Welsh.  
Unit 6 – Written Exam (20%)  
In a formal 2 hour exam the students answer two 
questions on the use of the language and 
appreciating a short story that they will have 
studied.  



 

Career Opportunities 

With an increase in the demand for people who can use the Welsh language confidently, the 

Welsh Second Language course is a course that should be considered if they hope to follow 

a career in Wales. Being bilingual is an undoubted advantage when applying for jobs in: the 

education and media sector, translating and administrative jobs, but also in any sector that 

works with the public, for example, medicine, the law, local and national government, the 

theatre – the list is endless. 

 

  



 

French Language 

Through social, intellectual and cultural themes, 

students will be able to develop their linguistic 

knowledge and cultural understanding of the 

countries or communities where the language is 

spoken. A strong focus is placed on building our students’ confidence and fluency in spoken 

French using relevant and topical themes. 

Examination Board 
 WJEC 
 
There are 2 areas of interest that we will study over the 2 years of the course:  

 Social issues and trends 

 Political, intellectual and artistic culture 
  

Theme 1: (AS) 
 

Being a young person in French-speaking society 
· Family structures, traditional and modern values, friendships / 
relationships. 
· Youth trends, issues and personal identity. 
· Educational and employment opportunities. 
 

Theme 2: (AS) 
 

Understanding the French-speaking world 
· Regional culture and heritage in France, French-speaking countries 
and communities. 
· Literature, art, film and music in the French-speaking world. 
 

Theme 3: (A level) 
 

Diversity and difference                                                             
· Migration and integration. 
· Cultural identity and marginalisation. 
· Cultural enrichment and celebrating difference. 
· Discrimination and diversity. 
 

Theme 4: (A level) 
 

France 1940-1950: The Occupation and the post-war years 
· From June 1940-May 1945 (occupation, liberation and end of 
World War II) 
· Life in Occupied France and the cultural dimension (théâtre, 
cinéma, littérature) 
· 1945-1950: rebuilding and restructuring 
· Repercussions for modern day France 

 

  



 

AS units in Year 12 
 

A2 units in Year 13 
 

Unit 1: Speaking exam (12% of A level) 
 
Unit 2:  (Exam) Listening, reading, 
translation & critical response in writing 
(discussion of a film) 
 

Unit 3: Independent research project (speaking 
exam): Presentation of independent research 
project (2 minutes) followed by a discussion (9-
10 minutes) 
 
Unit 4: (Exam) Listening Reading &Translation 
–(English/Welsh into French) 1 hour 45m 
 
Unit 5:  (Exam) Critical and Analytical response 
in writing (1 hour 30m) 

 

  



 

Drama & Theatre 

Studies 

Bertold Brecht once said ‘Theatre should hold a 
mirror to the world!’ Are you ready to take a journey into the world of theatre-making? This 
course gives you the opportunity to use your intellectual, practical and artistic capabilities. 
Students, not only gain a thorough understanding of theatrical conventions, you also gain 
excellent analytical and creative skills, as well as an ability to communicate and co-operate 
effectively with others in creating drama that reflects the world we live in. Walking in other 
people’s shoes creates empathy for others and theatre-making enriches all who take part in 
that process. Your acting studies will be developed further and you will also learn how to 
direct, choreograph, design and write original pieces of theatre. 
 
Examination board 

 WJEC 

Careers 

Drama conservatoires and employers look kindly on the skills you gain through A-Level 

Drama and Theatre Studies; they consider your confidence and ability to negotiate and work 

through tasks creatively. A-Level Theatre Studies equips you with many skills and personal 

qualities essential for your future career in:            

 Acting                           

 Choreography 

 Directing                   

 Technical Theatre 

 Physical Theatre         

 Costume Design 

 Drama Therapy                       

 Lighting 

 Education                                    

 Sound 

 Movement Therapy           

 Set Design      

Students make successful collaborations with L.I.P.A., Liverpool Everyman Theatre, 

National Youth Theatre of England and Wales and Splendid Theatre Company, Kneehigh 

Productions and Frantic Assembly. 

 

 

 

 



 

Entry Requirements 

 Firstly you must have a love for the theatre and a passion to explore and experiment 

with many different forms of performance. It would be helpful to your studies if you 

have a B grade GCSE in English language or literature. GCSE in Drama or BTEC Level 2 

Performing  

 Arts is not essential but would be an advantage. 

 GCSE in English language or literature is desirable. GCSE in Drama or BTEC Level 2 

Performing Arts is a requirement. A love & passion to explore, experiment & create 

theatre is essential. 

 

AS units in Year 12 A2 units in Year 13 

Unit 1 - Theatre Workshop 
Practical workshops and a  
reinterpretation of an extract from a 
chosen text using influential  
Theatre practitioners and company 
techniques. 
Unit 2 - Text in Theatre 
1½hr written exam responding as an actor, 
director and designer on the themes, 
characters and theatre history of a classical 
text.  
 

Unit 3 - Text in Action 
Devised creation of two pieces of drama as 
an actor/director/costume prop/set  
designer   1) in response to a stimulus 
                 2) in response to a text 
Unit 4 - Text in Performance  
2½ hr written exam on TWO texts where 
learners recreate the texts for a modern 
audience devising theatrical conventions of 
new staging, design elements, characters, 
themes, exploring live theatre and the role 
of the actor/director/designer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Art and Design 
This area of study is by its nature very broad. Fine 

Art is demanding in terms of your time and 

commitment. You cannot do this course half–

heartedly! Candidates will need to develop a strong 

understanding of formal elements, and adopt an open and exploratory approach.  All 

students will be encouraged to use a wide range of media including – gouache, oil paints, 

watercolour paints, oil pastels, pen and ink, collage, texture studies, printing, ICT 

manipulator, photography and graphics.  Scale and format will change depending on the 

focus of unit being studied.  Whether your own work is personal and expressive, or 

concerned with broader cultural and social factors, you will need to develop informed 

opinions and make critical judgements on your own work and that of relevant other artists.  

Painted, drawn, collages and printing interpretations and studying other artists’ work form a 

major part of the course in terms of visual and mature written analysis. 

It is important that students facilitate an adventurous, open-minded and experimental 

approach to their art practice and both contemporary and traditional artists.  Students must 

also enjoy visiting Art Galleries, reading art journals, newspaper art reviews and books. 

There are often opportunities to attend artist workshops and gallery visits that in previous 

year’s have run to London, New York and Liverpool and we have links with Interventions 

Wales, Oriel Davies local artists and Glyndwr University Art Department and Students.  We 

spend a day in Bodfach Hall grounds producing land art based on work by Andy Goldsworthy 

or a series of watercolour landscape sketches. Students who study Fine Art must have a love 

and passion for the visual arts. With good organisation and a positive attitude Fine Art is a 

delightful subject to study. 

Examination Board 
WJEC 

Careers 

Students following an Arts Course may decide to continue their studies or  enter careers in 

Fine Art, Ceramics, Fashion, Textiles, Photography, Animation, Interior Design, Graphic 

Design, Jewellery, Advertising, Stage Design, Glass, Teaching, Sculpture  or  employed crafts 

worker, Architecture, Film Maker and Special Effects.  

Entry requirements/ Skills 

A minimum of a Grade B at GCSE Art.  

A love and passion for drawing, painting, printing and collage and real interest in art and 

artists 

 

 



 

AS units Year 12 A2 units in Year 13 

 
Unit 1 is a Creative Personal Enquiry and 
this is 100% of the AS Level qualification 
and is a non-exam assessment. This will 
include creative practical contextual 
written responses as well as observations 
and material and process developments. 
 
 

The A2 Level course consists of a Personal 
Investigation (Unit 2) which is also a non-
exam assessment and contributes to 36% of 
the qualification.  The Personal 
Investigation consists of a practical and 
written element. 
  
Unit 3 is an externally set assignment 
where the resolution to ideas from 
preparatory work must be completed 
within a 15 hour supervised period.  
24% of your qualification. 
 

 

 

Assessment AS and A2– Internally marked, externally moderated.  

 AS accounts for 50% of A2. 

 

  



 

Music 
A Level Music provides pupils with the opportunity 

to develop a deeper understanding of how Music 

works and how it has developed since the Baroque 

Period. The subject has a strong accademic 

reptuation that is well respected by Universities, whether to study music or not.  
By the end of the course pupils will have developed a detailed understanding of 2 set works 

and a variety of genres (outlined below) throughout history. Students will also have further 

developed their understanding of Performing, Composing and have become more confident 

with the basics of music theory and how to apply this to their appraising skills.  

The majority of pupils looking to take A Level Music will need to have taken GCSE Music, 

however, a musician who is able to perform to a minimum of Grade 5 standard and has 

passed at least Grade 3, A Level Music is a definite option for you! 

AS Units A2 Units 

Performing – 30% 
Composing – 30% 
Appraising – 40% 

Performing – 20% (of whole A Level) 
Composing – 15% (of whole A Level) 
Appraising – 15% (of whole A Level) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Photography 

Photography allows students to explore the world 

around them in a visually creative and exciting way. 

This modern exciting course will allow students in 

Year 12 to learn the full functions of a DSLR camera. 

Gaining a fluid understanding of composition, depth of field, aperture, f stops, ISO and shutter 

speed will allow students to control their photographs. The course will also help students gain 

an awareness of use of light and photo editing.  Access to an array hardware such as a suite 

of PC’s, graphics tablets, scanners, printers, digital pens and professional studio lighting helps 

support students to gain practical understanding of digital image processing used in so many 

professions. 

Good I.C.T. skills are helpful and it is expected but not compulsory that the students have 

followed a GCSE in any Art discipline. The school has a number of SLR cameras but it is 

important that students have access to a reasonable quality digital camera of their own too. 

It is vital that students view the work of other photographers and Artists first hand. There are 

a number of trips available to encourage students to do this. 

In Year 13, they will pursue one major Personal Investigation developing a photographic skill 

of their choice to a very high level. This unit is saturated in the work of others helping students 

absorb culture, context and process in order to inspire a very personal final outcome. 

Candidates who wish to study photography to AS or A2 level should have a passion for and 

interest in recording and expressing themselves through the media of photography. 

Candidates should also realise that they have to present visual and written information 

through collage. It is also vital students can interpret work visually, describing and analysing 

the work of others with a personal in depth mature approach. 

Candidates should also realise that they have to present visual and written information 

through collage. It is also vital students can interpret work visually, describing and analysing 

the work of others with a personal in depth mature approach. 

Examination Board  
WJEC 

Entry requirements/Skills 

It is advisable that candidates have studied any Art GCSE, although not essential. A keen 

willingness to independently practice image manipulation. 

Careers  
Fashion, Tourism, Graphic design, Car Sales, Life skill, Civil Engineer, Architect, Teacher 
Media, TV Graphics, Wedding portrait, Photography, Army, Navy, Air Force, Photography, 
Retail, Radiology, Wildlife photographer, Newspaper, Digital Design, Marketing Product 
Design, Commercial Photographer, Teacher. 

 



 

AS Units Year 12 
 

A2 Units Year 13 
 

Unit 1: Personal Creative Enquiry 
(Non-exam Assessment Coursework)- 40% 
 

Unit 2: Personal Investigation  
(Non –exam Assessment) -  36% of qualification 
Unit 3:  Externally set assignment with a 15 
hour exam style period sustained focus to bring 
their work to a conclusion -  24% of 
qualification 
 

 

  



 

Textile Design 
Do you have a passion for colour and texture?  Are 
you fascinated by fashion, costume or wearable 
art?  Do you respond to the world through touch 
and feel as well as looking and drawing?  Are you 
interested in how meaningful work and concepts can be communicated best through fabric, 
yarn or by using textile techniques?  If you answered yes to any of these questions, then 
textiles is the subject for you! 
You will embark on an exciting journey of learning which aims to integrate new skills and 

techniques such as batik, felt-making, machine embroidery, digital and screen printing, as 

well as more familiar techniques of painting, drawing, collage and photography. You will 

develop confidence in looking at and analysing other artists' work. Visits to galleries will 

enrich your experience. In recent years we have visited Ruthin Craft Centre, Whitworth 

Gallery in Manchester, Tate galleries in London and Liverpool as well as the Andrew Logan 

Museum of Sculpture in Berriew. We also spend a day producing land art based on work by 

Andy Goldsworthy in the beautiful gardens of Bodfach Hall.  

It is important that students show an adventurous, open-minded and experimental 

approach to their own textile practice and both contemporary and traditional artists.  

Students must also enjoy visiting Art Galleries, reading art journals, newspaper art reviews 

and books. In year 12 you will be offered a series of tasks and experiences to develop your 

skills, then in year 13 you choose your own theme or ‘start point' according to your passion 

or interests. A desire to experiment, a willingness to draw and an open mind is more 

important than an ability to sew. You will keep sketchbooks and make painted and drawn 

interpretations by studying the work of designers, artists, fashion designers, theatre 

costume and contemporary makers. 

Examination Board 

WJEC 

Careers 

Students following a Textile course may decide to continue their studies or  enter careers in  

Fashion, Textiles, and Interior Design, Photography, Animation,, Graphic Design, Jewellery, 

Advertising, Stage Design, Glass, Teaching, Sculpture  or  employed as a crafts worker, 

Architect, 

Film Maker and Special Effects maker. 

Entry requirements/ Skills 

A minimum of a Grade C at GCSE Art or Textiles.  A love and passion for drawing, painting, 

printing and collage and real interest in art and design. 

 

 

 

  



 

AS units Year 12 A2 units Year 13 

Unit 1 is a Creative Personal Enquiry and 
this is 100% of the AS Level qualification 
and is a non exam assessment. This will 
include creative practical contextual 
written responses as well as observations 
and material and process developments. 

The A2 Level course consists of a Personal 
Investigation (Unit 2) which is also a non-
exam assessment and contributes to 36% of 
the qualification.  The Personal 
Investigation consists of a practical and  
written element. 
  
Unit 3 is an externally set  
assignment where the resolution to  
ideas from preparatory work must be 
completed within a 15 hour supervised 
period. 24% of your qualification. 

 

Assessment AS and A2– Internally marked, externally moderated.  

 AS accounts for 40% of A2. 

 

  



 

BTEC Level 3 National 

Extended Certificate in 

Sport 
For those wishing to study a more vocational course, we offer the BTEC Level 3 Extended 

Certificate in Sport, which is equivalent to one A Level over a 2 year course. This 

qualification is for post-16 learners who want to continue their education through applied 

learning. The qualification gives learners the specialist knowledge and skills, enabling entry 

to an apprenticeship or other employment, or progression to related higher education 

courses such as Sports Science. The course consists of internal and external assessment and 

practical participation is required. 

Examination Board  
Edexcel 

AS units Year 12 A2 units Year 13 

Unit 1 - Anatomy and Physiology  

 The effects of exercise and sports 
performance on the skeletal system. 

 The effects of exercise and sports 
performance on the muscular system. 

 The effects of exercise and sports 
performance on the respiratory system. 

 The effects of exercise and sports 
performance on the cardiovascular 
system. 

 The effects of exercise and sports 
performance on the energy systems. 
 

Unit 2  - Fitness Training and Programming for 
Health, Sport and Well-being  

 Examine lifestyle factors and their effect 
on health and well-being. 

 Understand the screening processes for 
training programming. 

 Understand programme-related 
nutritional needs. 

 Examine training methods for different 
components of fitness. 

 Understand training programme design. 
 

 

Unit 3 - Professional Development in the Sports 
Industry  

 Understand the career and job 
opportunities in the sports industry. 

 Explore own skills using a skills audit to 
inform a career development action plan. 

 Undertake a recruitment activity to 
demonstrate the processes that can lead to 
a successful job offer in a selected career 
pathway. 

 Reflect on the recruitment and selection 
process and your individual performance. 

 
Unit 4 - Sports Leadership  

 Understand the roles, characteristics and 
qualities of an effective sports leader. 

 Examine the importance of psychological 
factors and their link with effective 
leadership.  

 Explore an effective leadership style when 
leading a team during sport and exercise 
activities. 

 



 

Level 3 BTEC Nationals: 

Subsidiary Diploma in 

Health and Social Care  
For those wishing to study a more vocational course, we offer the Level 3 BTEC subsidiary 

Diploma in Health and Social Care, which is broadly equivalent to one A-Level over a 2-year 

course. Students will be given assignments to demonstrate their knowledge and 

understanding. These assignments may require the student to answer through diagrams, 

written reports, PowerPoint presentations and practical participation. 

Examination Board  

Edexcel 

STUDENTS WILL NEED TO OPT FOR THIS COURSE PRIOR TO AUGUST 30TH 2021. THIS IS DUE 

TO REGISTRATION RESTRICTIONS ON THIS SPECIFICATION. LATE REGISTRATION WILL NOT 

BE ALLOWED. 

AS units Year 12 A2 units Year 13 

Unit 1– Developing Effective Communication in 
Health and Social Care  

 Understand effective communication and 
interpersonal interaction in health and social 
care. 

 Understand factors that influence 
communication and interpersonal interaction 
in health and social care environments. 

 Understand ways to overcome barriers in a 
health and social care environment. 

Unit 3 – Health, Safety and Security in Health and 
Social Care  

 Understand potential hazards in health and 
social care. 

 Know how legislation, policies and procedures 
promote health, safety and security in health 
and social care settings. 

 Be able to implement a risk assessment and 
deal with incidents and emergencies. 

Unit 4 –Development through Life Stages  

 Know stages of growth and development 
throughout the human lifespan. 

 Understand potential effects of life factors and 
events on the development of the individual. 

 Understand physical and psychological 
changes of ageing. 

 

 Unit 2 –Equality, Diversity and Rights in Health and 
Social Care  

 Understand concepts of equality, diversity and 
rights in relation to health and social care and 
know discriminatory practices in health and 
social care. 

 Understand how national initiatives promote 
anti-discriminatory practice. 

 Know how anti-discriminatory practice is 
promoted in health and social care settings. 

Unit 10- Caring for Children and Young People 

 Know why children and young people might 
need to be looked after. 

 Know how care is provided for looked after 
children and young people. 

 Understand the risks to children and young 
people of abusive and exploitative behaviour 
and understand strategies used to safeguard 
children. 

Unit 11 Safeguarding Adults and Promoting 
Independence  

 Know types and indicators of abuse. 

 Know legislation and regulations which govern 
the safeguarding of adults. 

 Know working strategies and procedures to 
reduce the risk of abuse of adults. 



 

Psychology                                                                                                                    

 If you are interested in exploring why people 

behave as they do, then this course is for you! 

Studying Psychology will provide you with some 

fundamental and lasting insights into human 

behaviour to help you cope better with your own life and with the people around you. In 

addition to learning about human behaviour, you will also learn how to express yourself 

coherently and how to evaluate and challenge information. 

Examination Board  

WJEC  

Careers 

A level Psychology is accepted as an entry qualification to a wide range of higher education 

courses and provides a helpful background for many courses such as Occupational Therapy, 

Medicine, Law, and Teaching, to name but a few.                                                                                                                                                                   

For those who go on to complete a degree course, opportunities exist to train as, for 

example, a Clinical Psychologist, Educational Psychologist or Occupational Psychologist. 

Entry requirements/ Skills  

An ability to communicate effectively (both verbally and in writing).  

AS units Year 12 A2 units year 13 

Unit 1 
Main Approaches / Explanations of Behaviour 

 Biological approach—looking at how e.g. 
genes, neurotransmitters etc. can affect 
our behaviour. 

 Psychodynamic approach—looking at 
how our childhood and our unconscious 
mind can affect our behaviour. 

 Behaviourist approach—looking at how 
our environment can influence our 
behaviour. 

 Cognitive approach—looking at how our 
internal mental processes affects our 
behavior. 

 Positive approach—focuses on the 
positive aspects of human nature. 

 

Therapies relating to each approach 

 Drug therapy  

 Dream analysis  

 Systematic desensitization 

 Cognitive behavioural therapy   

 Mindfullness 

 Unit 3  
The characteristics and explanations for the following 
behaviours: 

 Addictive behaviours 

 Criminal behaviours 

 Stress 
  
Controversies in Psychology e.g. Sexism, Cultural Bias 
  
Unit 4 
Compulsory questions based on an investigative activity 
carried out prior to the assessment. 
 
Compulsory questions requiring a response to a piece 
of research. 
  
 
 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Unit 2  
Contemporary debates e.g The mother as primary 
care-giver of an infant                                                              
 
Principles of research 
 



 

Business Studies  
For those wishing to study a more vocational 

course, we offer the BTEC Level 3 Extended 

Certificate in Business, which is equivalent to one A 

Level over a 2 year course. This qualification is for 

post-16 learners who want to continue their education through applied learning. The 

Extended Certificate is for learners who are interested in learning about the business sector 

alongside other fields of study, with a view to progressing to apprenticeship programmes 

and a wide range of higher education courses, not necessarily in business-related subjects. 

The course consists of internal and external assessment and some practical participation is 

required. 

Examination Board  

Edexcel / Pearson  

AS units Year 12 A2 units Year 13 

Unit 1 – Exploring Business (internally 
assessed)  
1. Explore the features of different 
businesses and analyse what makes them 
successful 
2. Investigate how businesses are organised 
3. Examine the environment in which 
businesses operate 
4. Examine business markets 
5. Investigate the role and contribution of 
innovation and enterprise to business 
success. 
 
Unit 2 - Developing a Marketing Campaign 
(externally assessed controlled 
assessment)  
1. Introduction to the principles and 
purposes of marketing 
2. Use information to develop the rationale 
for a marketing campaign 
3. Planning and developing a marketing 
campaign 

Unit 3 – Personal and Business Finance 
(externally assessed written examination) 
1. Understand the importance of managing 
personal finance 
2. Explore the personal finance sector 
3. Understand the purpose of accounting 
4. Select and evaluate different sources of 
business finance 
5. Break-even and cash flow forecasts 
6. Complete statements of comprehensive 
income and financial position and 
7. Evaluate a business's performance 

 
Unit 22- Market Research (internally 
assessed) 
1. Examine the types of market research 
used in business 
2. Plan and implement a market research 
activity to meet a specific marketing 
objective 
3. Analyse and present market research 
findings and recommend process 
improvements 
 

 

 



 

Geography  
Geography at Ysgol Llanfyllin concentrates on 

contemporary world issues. It helps us to 

understand the major social, economic, political 

and environmental challenges facing the world. It 

takes a close look at our environment and evaluates the resources and opportunities it 

provides.  
Examination Board  

WJEC 

What can you expect to get from Geography at Ysgol Llanfyllin? 

 Support and guidance from highly motivated teachers who are passionate about 

their subject. 

 A learning environment that has a track record of exam success at A Level. 

 A wide range of fieldwork opportunities and the offer of a foreign field visit to 

support aspects of the curriculum, e.g. Iceland and China, 

 As a Geography student you will develop the core and essential skills that will help 

you be a success in other subject areas and at University. 

 Developing field investigation skills and techniques, both theoretical and practical, is 

a strong area of focus. You will get the opportunity to gain some practical experience 

and learn how to conduct your own research.  

Careers 

Environmental Science, Environmental engineering (e.g. hydrologists, geologists), Disaster 

Management, Teaching / Education, Urban planning and agriculture, Business management, 

Banking and commerce, Law, Working in Government offices 

A Level Syllabus:  

Component Section A Section B 

1 Changing landscapes  
Coastal landscapes or glaciated 
Landscapes  
Tectonic hazards 

Changing places  
Changing places 

2 Global systems  
Water and carbon cycles 

Global Governance 
Change and Challenges 
Migration and oceans 

3 Tectonic Hazards 
Tectonic Hazards 

Contemporary Themes in Geography 
Two themes – Ecosystems,  Economic Growth 
and Challenge: India or China, Energy Challenges 
and Dilemmas, Weather and Climate, 
Development in an African Context 

4 Fieldwork investigation  
 

individual coursework submitted for assessment 
Section B 



 

History 
The History department has a committed and 

enthusiastic staff and a very successful track record 

at AS and A level. History has traditionally been one 

of the most popular options at AS and A level. As a 

course of study History develops important skills such as analysis of evidence, the 

development of informed judgement and the ability to communicate accurately and 

effectively. The skills developed during the course provide an excellent basis for further 

study at Higher Education. Studying History will also give you a greater sense of the world 

we live in by giving you increased understanding of events and the people who have shaped 

it. 

During the course you will study the history of Wales and England during both the Tudor 

period and 1890 to 1990; examining the main political, economic and social changes of both 

the periods. We will also study Hitler’s dictatorship in Germany and how it affected the lives 

of the German people. 

Examination Board  

WJEC 

Careers 

History is a versatile subject that opens doors to a variety of careers and higher education 

courses including law and journalism. It also compliments a wide-range of A-level subjects 

such as English, Media etc. 

Entry requirements 

It is not essential for students to have studied this subject at GCSE level but it would be an 

advantage if you had achieved a B grade in English or Welsh. 

AS units year 12 A2 units year 13 

Government, rebellion and  
society  1485-1603 
  
Weimar and its challenges 1918-33 
  
Two examinations to be offered in June.  
 

Social change and reform in Wales and 
England 1890-1990 
  
Nazi Germany 1933-45 
  
Two examinations to be offered in June.  
  
One coursework task.  

  

“If you want to understand today, you have to search yesterday” : Pearl Buck  

 

  

 
 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/George_Santayana/


 

 

Mathematics 
If you enjoyed GCSE Mathematics and you enjoy 

problem solving, then this is the course for you. The 

study of Mathematics at AS and A Level is 

universally respected and valued. You will develop 

a logical and rigorous approach to problem solving, and will learn how to apply these 

techniques to a wide range of situations. In addition to this the subject has a beauty of its 

own, in its precise and ordered description of natural laws. If you are looking for a 

stimulating and intellectually challenging course, you will find it in Mathematics. 

The AS and A Level courses provide a good grounding for those who take A Levels in Science, 

Geography, Design & Technology, Business Studies, Psychology and Sports Studies.  

There have been significant changes to the AS/A level recently. All students in year 12 now 

study a module of Pure Maths and a module which is a combination of Statistics and 

Mechanics. This completes the AS qualification, and the same pattern in repeated in year 13 

to complete the full A level. Assessment takes the form of an exam for each module in the 

summer of each year. There is no coursework. Compared with previous specifications, the 

new course places a greater emphasis on logical reasoning, problem solving and the 

relationship between ‘real world’ situations and the use of mathematical models which can 

represent them. 

Exam Board  
WJEC 

Careers 

Career opportunities are many and varied: accountancy, actuarial work, architecture, 

astronomy, banking, building societies, computing, economics, engineering, hospital 

administration, insurance, market research, quantity surveying and teaching. 

Entry requirements/ Skills       

Students wishing to follow this course should have obtained at least a B grade at Higher Tier 

GCSE Mathematics and Mathematics - Numeracy. It is an advantage to have studied for the 

Level 2 Certificate in Additional Maths. 

 

AS units in Year 12 A2 units in Year 13 

  
Unit 1   Pure  Mathematics 1 (25%) 
    
Unit 2 Mechanics & Statistics 1  (15%)    
.   

  
Unit 3 Pure Mathematics 2   (40%) 
  
Unit 4 Mechanics & Statistics 2 (20%) 

 

 



 

Further Mathematics 
AS / A Level Further Maths is for students who 

want more variety or challenge in their maths. It 

can only be studied in conjunction with AS / A level 

Maths. The double A Level course is for those 

students who truly love mathematics and who wish to study mathematics, physics or 

engineering at university. 

To gain an AS in Further Mathematics 3 units are needed in addition to the 2 AS Maths units. 

To gain an A level in Further Mathematics all the A level Mathematics units must be taken 

plus an additional 5 units, 3 of which are the compulsory AS Further Mathematics units, 1 

compulsory A2 level Further Pure unit and finally a choice of either Further Statistics or 

Further Mechanics. Assessment takes the form of an exam for each module in the summer 

of each year. There is no coursework. 

Exam Board  
WJEC 

Careers 

Career opportunities are many and varied: accountancy, actuarial work, architecture, 

astronomy, banking, building societies, computing, economics, engineering, hospital 

administration, insurance, market research, quantity surveying and teaching. 

Entry requirements/ Skills       

Students wishing to follow this course should have obtained an A or A* grade GCSE 

Mathematics and Mathematics - Numeracy. It is an advantage to have studied for the Level 

2 Certificate in Additional Maths. 

Students will need to be prepared to study some sections of the course independently. 

 

For AS Further Maths For A Level Further Maths 

 Unit 1     Further Pure Mathematics 

              (13.3%)     

Unit 2     Further   Statistics (13.3%) 

Unit 3     Further Mechanics (13.3%)  

 Unit 4 Further Pure Mathematics (35%) 

Plus either: 

Unit 5 Further Statistics (25%) 

Or  

Unit 6  Further Mechanics (25%) 

 

 

 



 

Biology 
Biology includes the internal workings of organisms 
in physiology, the interdependence of living things 
in ecology; social issues like man’s influence on the 
environment and the ethical considerations of 
genetics. The study of Biology therefore encourages the appreciation of these issues and 
their implications as well as providing an insight into the living world.  
Examination Board  
WJEC 

Careers 
Success in Biology leads to a wide range of higher education and career opportunities e.g. 
agriculture, biochemistry, biology, biotechnology, dentistry, environmental science, food 
science, forensic science, genetic engineering, medicine, pathology, pharmacy, teaching and 
veterinary science. The list is endless! 

Entry requirements 
Students must have an enthusiasm for the subject.  A student must have a minimum B 
grade in Mathematics in the Higher tier and a minimum of a B grade at Higher tier across all 
sciences. Pupils will need to be ready to tackle practical work and be expected to do 
independent study. 

 

“The ability to vary in almost any of its characteristics, and to reproduce in the varied form, 
is a fundamental property of a living thing.”   Roper, geneticist. 

 

AS units in Year 12 

 Unit 1 (20% of qualification) 
Basic Biochemistry and Cell  
Organisation – including cell structure, 
enzymes, nucleic acids and the cell cycle 
 
Unit 2 (20% of qualification) 
Biodiversity and Physiology of Body  
Systems – including classification, gas 
exchange, transport in plant and animals 
and nutrition. 
 
You will sit two 1 hour 30 min 
examinations 
 

A2 units in Year 13 

Unit 3 (25% of qualification) 
Energy, homeostasis  and the environment 
– including respiration, photosynthesis, the 
environment, kidney and nervous system. 
 
Unit 4 (25% of qualification) 
Variation, Inheritance and Options – 
including sexual reproduction, evolution, 
genetics and immunology 
 
You will sit two 2 hour examinations. 
 
Unit 5 (10% of qualification) 
Practical Examination and Data Analysis – a 
2 hour practical and an hour data exam. 



 

Chemistry 

New technologies are constantly pushing the 

boundaries of what is possible, whether developing 

the use of hydrogen as a fuel, improvements to 

touchscreen devices, or tackling Covid-19, and 

chemists are at the forefront of these developments. Chemistry at AS develops our 

knowledge and understanding of topics such as the atom, calculations, bonding and 

structure and the Periodic Table.  We look at chemical reactions and energy changes in 

greater depth, and begin to survey the chemistry of carbon compounds. We then build on 

these basic concepts in Year 13. Practical work is an intrinsic part of chemistry, so there is an 

increased emphasis on a practical approach. 

Examination board  

WJEC 
Careers  

Chemistry is a requirement for most medical and veterinary courses at university. If you are 

considering studying biological sciences you will find that Chemistry helps with the 

biochemical aspects of your course. Careers include pharmacist, forensic science, 

biochemist, chemical engineer, food scientist, analyst, research chemist, law.  

Entry requirements       

Students should have achieved a minimum of a B grade in GCSE Chemistry or Science at 

Higher Tier, and ideally an A grade or better.  A minimum of a B grade in Mathematics in the 

Higher tier is also desirable. A willingness to study outside of lesson time is essential.   

AS units year 12 A2 units year 13 
Unit 1  

(20% of qualification) 

Formulae and equations 

Basic ideas about atoms Chemical calculations  

Bonding and solid structures   

The Periodic Table   

Simple equilibria and acid-base reactions 

  

Unit 2  

(20% of qualification) 

Thermochemistry 
Rates of reaction 
The wider impact of  
Chemistry 
Carbon compounds 
Analysis 

 Unit 3  
(25% of qualification) 
Oxidation and reduction 
More about the Periodic Table 
Kinetics 
More Thermochemistry 
More about equilibria and acids 
  
Unit 4  
(25% of qualification) 
Synthesis and analysis of carbon compounds 
Further reactions of carbon compounds 
  
Unit 5 
(10% of qualification) 
Practical examination 

 

 

“Chemistry …… an indefinite  cloud of future potentialities .”  (Primo Levi, The Periodic Table). 

 



 

Physics 
The AS Physics course is intended to provide an 

interesting and worthwhile study of Physics and its 

applications in an increasingly technological world. 

Increasingly, universities and employers are 

appreciating that Physics provides students with important problem solving skills.  A/S 

Physics is a complete course for those who do not wish to continue their study of Physics 

further whilst at the same time providing a sound foundation for those who choose to 

proceed to the A2 level course. 
It is extremely desirable for students taking an Advanced Physics course also to continue 
their study in Mathematics at this level, although those who do not will be given full support 
in studying the necessary mathematical topics.  Anyone considering a university course in 
Physics must take Mathematics at AS and A2 level. 
 
Examination Board  
WJEC 
 
Careers 

People with physics backgrounds are involved in:  research and development, engineering, 

finance, IT, medicine, astronomy, meteorology, teaching and telecommunications. 

 

AS units in year 12 A2 units year 13 

Unit 1 - (20% of qualification) 
Basic Physics 
Kinematics 
Dynamics 
Energy concepts 
Solids under stress 
Radiation and Stars 
Particles and nuclear structure. 
  
Unit 2 - (20% of qualification) 
Electricity, resistance and D.C. circuits 
Waves and their properties 
Refraction of light 
Photons 
Lasers 
 

A2 units in year 13 
Unit 3  - (25% of qualification) 
Circular motion 
Vibrations 
Kinetic theory 
Thermal physics 
Nuclear decay 
Nuclear energy 
Unit 4 - (25% of qualification) 
Capacitance 
Electrostatic and gravitational fields of 
force 
Magnetic fields 
Electromagnetic induction and choice of 
one option from four: 
Alternating currents / Medical Physics /  
Physics of Sports / Energy and  
environment 
Unit 5 
(10% of qualification) 
Practical examination 
 



 

Entry requirements 

 GCSE Physics grade B or above from the higher paper 

 GCSE Mathematics grade B or above from the higher paper 

 The ability to communicate effectively 

 The ability to solve problems in a logical manner 

 Good IT skills. 

Assessment 
AS – Two module 1½ hour examinations Unit 1 and Unit 2 
A2 – Unit 3, Unit 4 and a practical examination 
  

 

 

  

 

 

  



 

Agriculture 
Students in Year 12 study the level 3 Certificate in 

Agriculture.  This consists of 3 units chosen from an 

extensive list.  Some examples include Livestock 

Husbandry, Estate Skills and Grassland 

Management.   
Students wishing to continue into year 13 then study a further 3 units to gain a Level 3 

Subsidiary Diploma in Agriculture.  A compulsory unit (Animal Anatomy and Physiology) is 

followed by any  two optional units e.g. Participating in Business Planning and Improvement 

in the Land-based Sector.   

For a full list of units please visit the EDEXCEL website. Since Years 12 and 13 are taught as 

one teaching group, students are usually asked to sign up for  two years in order to gain a 

valid qualification. 

Careers 

Careers related to agriculture include: 

 Farm worker 

Farm Management 

 Equine 

 Veterinary Science 

 Small Animal Care 

 Environmental work  

Assessment 

All units will be assessed both internally and externally.  A portfolio of evidence will be 

required to meet grading criteria.  The portfolio may include projects, assignments, case 

study work, performance observations etc. 

Learners can achieve a Pass, Merit or Distinction grade, dependent on the level of 

competence 

Entry Requirements/Skills 

 All students should have gained at least 3 grade C’s at GCSE level to include maths 

and science. 

 Work experience within agriculture would be an advantage but is not a compulsory 

requirement.  

  

 

 

  



 

Cambridge Technical 

ICT (Level 3)  

This is an Advanced or Level 3 course offered by 

OCR. This course offers students a more in-depth look at ICT in the modern workplace, and 

gives an insight into its role in specialist careers. It can offer a wide range of units to cover 

specialist career skills such as web hosting and design, digital audio or music technology, 

even programming for gaming and animation could be an option. 

The wide range of units allows a chosen pathway students complete two mandatory units, 

plus four optional units. 

How are you assessed? 

All units are internally assessed by your teacher, and then externally moderated by a visiting 

moderator from OCR. There are no external tests or exams. 

Grading 

Cambridge Technical Level 3 in ICT is equivalent to 1 A Level. Cambridge Technicals can earn 

you equivalent UCAS points to AS and A Levels and are recognised by University institutions. 

The Cambridge Technical Award is graded: Pass Merit   Distinction 

Why study Vocational ICT?  

This is a practical course which allows students to develop skills and understanding through 

application to real life situations. Students practice and develop ICT and work place skills 

used in a wide range of organisations. It is a ‘Doing’ course. Skills and knowledge are work 

based and the course can allow for specialism.  

Course Units 

 Communication and employability skills for IT 

This unit will equip students to use a variety of communication skills, and provide 

them with an understanding of the skills an employer wants and how to adapt the 

message to their audience. 

 Information systems 

This unit demonstrates the types of information held in the workplace, how it can be 

used to gain a competitive edge and how it must comply with legislation 

 Spreadsheet modelling / Database handling 
Spreadsheets are an important tool in business; students will learn how to create a 
complex spreadsheet and use it to highlight information and solve problems. 
Students will used databases to solve problems faced every day in business 
situations 

 Optional Units 

Students will select two optional units depending on their strengths and interests 

 



 

WJEC A-Level 

Computer Science 

Computer Science at AS and A Level will provide an 

insight into the architecture and function of 

computer systems and peripherals. A wide range of computer applications and their effect 

upon society are also studied. 

In addition to this, students analyse the different types of software that run on computer 

systems and develop their programming skills. This will enable them to start developing 

their own computer software to meet the requirements of the practical aspects of the 

course. 

Entry requirements/ Skills       

A-Level Computer Science is suitable for all students who meet the basic school 6th form 

entry requirements and have an interest in coding / programming. An ICT / Computer 

Science qualification at GCSE helpful but not essential. 

Course Content       

AS – Year 12 A2 – Year 13 

 Paper 1 - Written Examination   
2 hours               25% 

Computer architecture, communication, 
data representation, data structures, 
programs, algorithms, logic, 
programming methodologies and the 
impact of computer science on society. 
 
Paper 2  - Practical (on screen) Exam            
2 hours               15% 

The practical application of knowledge 
and understanding and will require the 
use of Visual Basic, Python or Java as a 
programming language. 

Paper  3  - Written Examination 
2 hours            20% 

Programs, data structures, algorithms, logic, programming 
methodologies and the impact of computer science on society. 
 
Paper  4  - Written Examination   
 2 hours            20% 

 Computer architecture, communication data representation, 
organisation and structure of data, programs, algorithms and 
software applications. 
 
Paper 5  - Project                   
2 terms              20% 

Students discuss, investigate, design, prototype, refine and 
implement, test and evaluate a computerised solution to a 
problem chosen by the candidate which must be solved using 
original code (programming). 

 

Careers/Your Future 

There are many degree courses that naturally follow on from A Level Computer Science. 

These include: Computing, Computer Science, Business Computer Science, System Analysis, 

Software Engineering / Programming 

Also the skills learnt will be useful on many non-Computer Science / ICT university courses 

and also in the wider world of work. 

 



 

Engineering Design 
Examination Board: WJEC 

Engineering design is an inspiring, rigorous and 

practical subject. This specification encourages 

learners to use creativity and imagination when 

applying iterative design processes to develop and modify designs, and to design and make 

prototypes that solve real world problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants, 

aspirations and values.  

Careers 

Possible future careers include; 

 Technical Engineer 

 Manufacturing Engineer 

 Maintenance 

 Research and Development 

 Mechanical Engineer 

 

Entry Requirements / Skills 

A practical person who has the patience and dedication required to manufacture 

components of a high tolerance. 

 

  



 

Product Design 
Product Design concentrates on using an iterative 

design process, using everyday items and 

technological advancements as a basis for theory 

and practical skills development. 
If you are interested in the social and moral implications of design; the who, what, where, 

why and how behind it. The materials, processes and industrial practices used, then this is 

the course for you.  

Careers 

Careers related to design and technology fall into two general groups: design and product 

development and practical careers where you make or mend things - using your hands, tools 

and machinery such as: 

 Architect, Product Designer, Graphic Designer, Games Designer, Research and Development, 

CAD Technician, Crafts Person, Market Researcher. 

Entry requirements/Skills 

A creative but practical person who has the ability to communicate ideas effectively. A GCSE 

in Design and Technology or Engineering is an advantage. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Welsh Baccalaureate 

Advanced Level 
 

Qualification Structure 

The Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Level is made up of 4 sections. Each section is assessed 

internally and moderated externally by the exam board. 

 

 

 

 

Benefits 

• The Welsh Baccalaureate gives students an extra A Level Qualification.   

• The Welsh Baccalaureate gives students UCAS points. 

• The Welsh Baccalaureate gives students the chance to develop a range of skills. 

• The Welsh Baccalaureate gives students a variety of experiences that are different to 

traditionally classroom learning 

Weekly Plan 

We have integrated the qualification into year 12 without disruption of the option structure 

which will still allow students to choose 4 AS subjects. To do this Welsh Baccalaureate is 

taught as below:- 

• 4 morning registration periods, (Mon - Thur – 4*25 mins) 

• 1 dedicated lesson (1*50min ) 

 

Example Assessment Plan 

This is an example of the Welsh Baccalaureate assessment across year 12:- 

 

 

 

 


