Communications,
English, Literacy and
Media
This is an innovative faculty where teachers are keen to develop new practices and will
enhance learning with real-life contexts and experiences for students.
Key Stage 3
Students are taught in mixed ability groupings in year 7 and are then set in years 8 and 9.
The setting is done within bands and is based on levels. Target-setting is built into this
approach and student levels are recorded on the school’s SIMS system. Students prepare for
GCSE by studying Language and Literature elements across the key stage and create a
portfolio of work.
Key Stage 4
At KS4, most of the cohort follow both English Language and English Literature at GCSE level
(WJEC board). Classes are set appropriate to their ability.
Key Stage 5
The current years 12 and 13 are following the WJEC “English Literature” syllabus. The
syllabus allows for students to show their strengths in interesting coursework approaches as
well as in open and closed text examinations.
Extra-Curricular
The faculty arranges a number of educational visits.




Theatre Trips during KS3, 4 & 5.
Partnerships with local ventures.
Author visits.

Students at KS3 and KS4 take part in writing. Some students’ work has been published in
poetry anthologies.
Performance
This is a strong department where examination results are regularly above the national
average both for GCSEs and A Levels.
Facilities
The Communications faculty members work closely together and we benefit from a healthy
‘teulu’ ethos. Every teacher is equipped with a tablet PC or laptop, which is used for
teaching. This innovation has helped the department to arrange and organise resources
more effectively. IPads are used to enhance learning and to record speaking and listening
performances. We also have two IMacs, which are used for Media coursework at A level.

Welsh - Second
Language
“The Welsh language is one of the treasures of
Wales. It is part of what defines us as people and as a nation.” - (Welsh Government
Document, Cymraeg 2050: A million Welsh speakers)
Key Stage 3
The pupils who join us in the second language stream in Key Stage 3 vary in regards to ability
and linguistic background. By studying a variety of topics, we aim to arm them to be able to
communicate with others with confidence beyond the classroom. The work schemes that
we follow are based on a variety of resources such as Ciwb, Hwb, S4C and much more. In
addition to this, we present lessons on important aspects of Welsh culture and history such
as Saint David’s Day, Santes Dwynwen Day and Welsh Music Day.
Key Stage 4
Welsh Second Lanuage is studied by all up to GCSE level. During the two years, work
completed concentrates on Wales, youth and the world of work. A great emphasis is put on
oral skills in KS4 as our aim is for the students to become confident Welsh learners. This will
improve their chances further in life. The course is based on four untiered exams.
Key Stage 5
The Welsh Second Language A Level Course is taught through e-sgol as part of Trisgol.
Extra-Curricular
Every year, year 7 and 8 pupils get to experience one aspect of Welsh culture by competing
in the school Eisteddfod. Here they get the opportunity to compete on the stage and with
homework competitions.
How can I help as a parent or guardian?
Supporting and helping your child can be difficult when Welsh isn’t spoken at home.
However, there are several resources available that could help. There are various apps that
teach and aim to improve Welsh in addition to online dictionaries. Some useful apps are
Duolingo, Dal Ati, ap Geiriaduron (Dictionary) and ap Treiglo (Mutations).

French Language
Key Stage 3
In KS3, pupils are taught the foundations of the
French language in a fun, creative way, with an
emphasis on communication and speaking
activities. Up to date resources are used in line
with the National Curriculum, to cover topics including talking about themselves, home and
family, directions in town, hobbies, food and holidays.
Pupils are informally and continually assessed throughout the year, through their class and
homework. Appropriate individual feedback is given, in order to help students monitor their
progress, and pupils are encouraged to reflect and act on this. In addition, there is a more
formal assessment during their examinations week.
Homework is set regularly, and will take a variety of forms from more traditional vocabulary
learning, writing tasks and grammar, to research about aspects of French culture, or even
producing a short video.

How can parents or guardians help?
Even with no knowledge of French, it is really beneficial if you can support your child at
home, by testing their vocabulary, or encouraging them to practise skills on online language
sites, such as Zimflex, Zut.org.uk or BBC Bitesize, or apps. e.g Babbel, Duolingo or memrise
to name but a few. You could even try to learn French with your child too!

Art
Key Stage 3 - Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils remain with
one teacher for at least a timetabled year and work
on at least 3 Units of Work a year with one being a
Fine Art Unit, another a Textiles Unit and the third,
a 3D Unit. Photography and image manipulation through Adobe Photoshop is also
integrated into some of the Units of Work. The department offers a whole learning
experience as pupils are encouraged to develop their practical skills, understand their work
in relation to Art History which also involves literacy through contextual understanding.
Each activity is supported by examples of good practice, a short class discussion and a
practical demonstration from the Art Teacher. Pupils find Art challenging and exciting and
their skills and ability develop rapidly. Each year pupils follow a Welsh based Unit of Work.
For example, Year 7 complete a mixed-media section based on Chapels. Numeracy is
developed through use of space, pattern, form and proportion.
Key Stage 4 - GCSE Fine Art Photography and Textiles, is examined through WJEC. The Art
subjects offer stimulating and exciting Units of Work in a wonderfully friendly and relaxed
atmosphere. Students study a Coursework Portfolio Unit which includes experimenting with
materials and techniques and creating an A3 sketchbook containing well-presented
completed experiments and observations. Coursework portfolio makes up 60% of the marks
for their GCSE and then pupils complete an Externally Set Task that makes up 40% of their
GCSE mark. Students are allowed to choose their own topic from a list of starting points on
the Externally Set Task paper.
Key Stage 5 - AS/A2 Fine Art, Photography and Textiles is available to open-minded,
experimental and adventurous pupils. Year 12 pupils study a theme based Creative Personal
Enquiry which develops artistic skill through experimentation and this makes up 100% of the
AS mark. During Year 13 pupils study a Personal Investigation based Project and this makes
up 60% of the A2 mark and then an Externally Set Assignment exam which makes up 40% of
the A2 mark and during the Externally Set Assignment exam pupils choose one from several

starting
points on which they can base their artwork. Each year we have an A Level
Art Show during the summer term that is setup for moderation purposes
but also helps promote the achievements of the students and the school.
The show is always visually exciting and never fails to impress the public
and the pupil population of the school.

Drama
Key stage 3
At Key Stage 3, pupils build a foundation of
making/creating drama from playtexts, theatre and
film. They explore vocalisation, characterisation, monologues and
duologues, verbal and non-verbal movement skills through practical
workshops. Drama lessons help students build well-being skills:
confidence, self-esteem, team-building and self-awareness skills
increasing their assertiveness and public speaking. Drama lessons are
based on PSHE themes where pupils can explore important teenage
issues in a safe environment, working and creating solutions together.
They also explore body awareness and spatial skills, which creates selfawareness and posture through stage combat. Literacy and Numeracy skills are embedded in
the creative process. Pupils are encouraged to join the successful Lonely Tree Youth Theatre
if they have a passion to study drama and theatre further and to perform in school
productions.
Key stage 4
At Key Stage 4, pupils study BTEC Level 2 First Performing Arts in Acting. The course covers
specific Actor Training: Ensemble work, Characterisation, Comedy/ Tragedy, Physical Theatre,
Movement, Mime, Clowning, Language and Vocal skills, Improvisation, Devising and Scripting
plays. In Year 11, students write, create, prepare and perform their own original theatre
production where they learn extra technical theatre skills: set design, light, sound, costume,
hair and make-up design work. Year 11 productions to date are: 2011- ‘Two Doors/Two
Choices’, 2012-‘The Freak Show’, 2013- ‘Rehab’, 2014- ‘Gabriel’ and ‘Teen Team GB’, 2015‘Disconnected’, 2016- ‘To Yourself be True’, 2017 -‘Neverland’, 2018- ‘Oh! What a Lovely
War!’ 2019 - ‘Battle of the Bands’ & 2020- ‘Into the Woods.’ BTEC students advance as Young
Directors where they learn leadership skills in the Lonely Tree Youth Theatre.
Key stage 5
Students specialize in Drama and Theatre Studies through the WJEC exam board. Students
study performance and production skills, dramaturgy, theatre practitioners and techniques
further developing their knowledge and understanding of Acting, Directing, Design and
Theatrical expertise. AS Unit 1 ‘Theatre Workshop’- learners participate in the creation,
development and performance of a reinterpretation of text based on a theatre practitioner
or company style, documenting and evaluating their process and final performance in a
written Creative Log. AS Unit 2 is an external written exam on the text A2
Unit 3 ‘Text in Action’- learners focus on two devised pieces: one from a text
and one from a stimulus to create two contrasting original pieces of theatre
incorporating two different theatrical styles. A2 Unit 4 ‘Text in Performance’
is an external exam text analysis. Drama students are coached in audition
monologues for Drama Conservatoires, Theatre Degree courses and
National Youth Theatre Summer schools of which many former Llanfyllin
pupils have successfully been chosen.

Several Theatre specialists deliver workshops for drama students: Splendid Theatre Company,
National Theatre of Wales, LIPA- Liverpool’s Institute of Performing Arts, East 15 and
Liverpool Everyman Theatre

Performance within the Art subjects is very strong. Examination results are well above local
and national figures and we benefit from positive feedback about the pupils’ achievements
from local businesses, parents and exam board moderators.
Facilities are strong and range from the use of painting and printmaking to sewing and
camera work. The department is covered in rich, vibrant and colourful pupils’ work.

Music
Key Stage 3 Music gives pupils a chance to explore a wide
range of genres and World Music. KS3 Music builds on
the basics learned in primary schools and aims to develop pupils’ enjoyment and understanding of
basic theory, through regular participation in Listening, Performing and Composition tasks.
Pupils also have the chance to undertake peripatetic music lessons on; woodwind, brass, piano, harp,
drums and vocal. These lessons happen on a rotating timetable with lessons of 20 minutes.
The school also regularly holds concerts at Christmas and Summer with a GCSE and A Level recital
evening happening in the early Spring.
There is an outline of KS3 topics below.

Physical education
Key stage 3
Each pupil in Years 7-9 has 2 lessons per week. This
includes 1 Games lesson (Football, Rugby, Netball,
Hockey, Cross Country, Athletics, Tennis, Rounders
and Cricket), and 1 PE lesson (Gymnastics, HRE, Orienteering, Indoor Athletics, Swimming,
Basketball and Dance). In all activities, pupils are given opportunities to demonstrate and
further develop their physical skills and techniques and they are encouraged to lead a
healthy lifestyle by means of developing their knowledge and understanding of physical
activity and the benefits associated with exercise.
Key stage 4
Pupils in Years 10-11 continue to have a weekly Games lesson where they are given a half
termly choice of activities, such as Football, Hockey, Netball, Rugby, Basketball, Volleyball,
Fitness Training and Squash. For pupils wanting to study Physical Education as an option we
offer the WJEC GCSE Physical Education course, which contains both practical and
theoretical elements. For pupils wanting to pursue a vocational pathway we offer the BTEC
Level 2 First Award in Sport course. Again, this contains both practical and theoretical
elements.
Sixth Form
In the Sixth Form we offer the BTEC Level 3 National Extended
Certificate in Sport vocational course. Key areas of study include
Anatomy & Physiology, Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Wellbeing,
Professional Development in the Sports Industry and Sports Leadership. Assessment is by
way of an external exam, an externally assessed written task and internally assessed
assignments.
Extra-Curricular Activities and Facilities
Throughout all ages, pupils are given opportunities to participate in the extensive extracurricular programme, which changes every half term. The school enters a wide range of
regional and national competitions across a number of sports, giving pupils the opportunity
to represent the school and demonstrate their skills and talents.
In order to facilitate teaching and the delivery of extra-curricular activities the school has
large outdoor areas, including 5 Football/Rugby pitches, a grass Athletics track, a multipurpose red gravel facility, 2 Netball courts, 7 Tennis courts, and Cricket facilities. There is
also a tarmac Multi Use Games Area (MUGA). Indoor facilities include a Gymnasium,
Swimming Pool, Squash Courts, Fitness Suites (Cardio Machines and Free Weights) and
Indoor Rock-Climbing Wall.

Business Studies
Business is offered at KS4 and KS5 as an optional
subject. This is very popular subject choice with the
year 10 and 12 learners in Ysgol Llanfyllin and is
delivered by experienced members of staff. The
Business department has a dedicated Business room with wirelessly networked electronic
whiteboard facilities.
Key Stage 4
Recently introduced by the Business Studies department is the Edexcel BTEC Level 2 in
Business! This is very popular course that is most appealing to those who wish to specialise
in Business Studies and enjoy working on assignment type work with minimal external
exams and gaining pupils the equivalent of 1 GCSE. It is delivered through a variety of
business related activities including guest speakers, video clips and presentations.
Learners complete four units of work:
Unit 1 – Business Purpose
Unit 2 – Finance for Business
Unit 3 – Enterprise in the Business World
Unit 6 – Recruitment, Selection and Employment
Pupils also have the opportunity to develop a wide range of
vocational and interpersonal skills through group work and
business activities as well as develop their skills of independent
research and learning.
Key Stage 5
Business is currently offered at Key Stage 5. Again, this is very popular choice for sixth form
learners in Ysgol Llanfyllin. In 2021 the department will be following the Edexcel BTEC Level
3 Extended Certificate in Business, which includes an external exam, controlled assessments
and internally assessed unit.
The main areas of learning are:
1. Exploring Business
2. Developing a marketing campaign
3. Personal and Business Finance
4. Market Research
This course is the equivalent of one A Level and carries the same UCAS points.
Careers
Business Studies is very useful for anyone who seeks to be an employee, employer, go to
further education or higher education or even run their own business. Among many others,
some of the jobs/careers that Business Studies is useful for, are:
Sales and Business Manager, Marketing Executive, Human Resource Manager, Accountant,
Financial Analyst, Teacher, Entrepreneur, Farm Manager, Retail Manager, Stockbroker,
Lawyer…. AND MANY MORE!

Geography
Key Stage 3
In Year 7 Geography is taught in mixed ability
groups. The main topics covered are Map reading,
Settlement, Population, Rivers and Flooding and Exploring Wales. Year 8 pupils are taught
by subject specialist teachers in groups banded by ability. Ecosystems, Brazil, Crime,
‘Fantastic Places’ such as Antarctica, the EU and Italy are all topics completed in Year 8. In
Year 9 we study a range of topics that include Tourism, Tectonics, Energy amongst others
and carry out an investigation into a contemporary theme in Geography. Good progress is
made through the levels by the large majority of students in KS3. The syllabus aims to
develop knowledge and understanding of contemporary issues whilst also enhancing
academic study skills.
Key Stage 4
At Key Stage 4 students complete and are examined through the WJEC GCSE Geography
Syllabus A course. The Geography groups are mixed ability and students have the
opportunity to consolidate their learning on various fieldtrips, including Shrewsbury,
Snowdonia, Cardiff Bay and Ynys Las. Most students achieve a standard significantly above
their expected grades.
Key Stage 5
Students complete the WJEC GCE AS and A Level Geography course which offers a wide
range of possibilities regarding academic development. For example, the course offers a
rigorous academic approach to the subject through the use of contemporary texts and
sources, fieldwork and decision making exercises.
Results are excellent at A2.
Welsh Medium
Geography is taught in both English and Welsh at Key Stage 3 and 4 and as part of Trisgol for
Welsh medium in Key Stage 5.
Facilities
The department is well resourced. One room is equipped with an electronic whiteboard and
data projectors are installed in all rooms to provide teachers with the opportunity to
enhance the delivery of the Geography curriculum. All Geography teachers are supplied
with powerful tablet style personal computers. As a subject that changes frequently, we
ensure that resources are updated and schemes of work are adapted and enhanced each
year. The Department is continuously adding to its range of practical fieldwork equipment
and library of specialist software for fieldwork analysis.

History
Key Stage 3
During year 7 we examine a number of issues
including The Battle of Hastings and developments
in Wales and Britain between 1000 and 1500.
Year 8 pupils study change and conflict in Wales and Britain between 1500-1760 including
the Tudors and Stuart periods.
Year 9 students study the changes which took place in Wales, Britain and the wider world
between 1760 and 2000. Students undertake a depth study of the First World War.
Key Stage 4
History is a very popular option at key stage four. We follow the WJEC Modern History
course with a particular focus on the USA, Germany and South Africa. Our Controlled
Assessment focuses on the First World War or Second World War. Our results at GCSE are
consistently above local and national averages.
Key Stage 5
History is a popular option at key stage five. The groups are taught by two teachers who
specialise in their subjects. We study Weimar Republic and Nazi Germany, developments
during the Tudor period and Social Reform between 1890 and 1990. The department is
dedicated to ensuring the pupils achieve the grades they need in order to progress to
University.

Religion & Philosophy
(RP)
At Ysgol Llanfyllin we teach Religion & Philosophy
to promote the spiritual, moral and cultural development of all our students. RP is taught
from a non-biased point of view that enables all students to engage in learning on either an
active participatory level or from a non-religious or philosophical level. RP teachers' respect
and value the contribution of both religious and non-religious (atheist, non-theist) points of
view made by students in lessons. All RP lessons are planned by the RP Coordinator and are
taught and delivered by the RP teacher team who encourage an environment where our
students feel comfortable sharing their thoughts, views and experiences.
Staffing
Religion & Philosophy presently consists of one full time specialist and two other part time
non-specialist, experienced and enthusiastic teachers.
Facilities
We have one room and the use of other rooms within the humanities block. All rooms are
equipped with data projectors and all teachers are supplied with tablets. The team make
use of news, video and documentary clips which keeps the curriculum updated with current
information on topics studied.
Key Stage 3
All learners have the opportunity to develop, practice and apply all aspects of the three
interrelated core skills in the subject which are:
Skill 1: Engaging with fundamental questions.
Skill 2: Exploring religious belief, teaching and practices.
Skill 3: Expressing personal responses.
Year 7 - Year 7 is taught in mixed ability classes. The curriculum includes:
Introduction - pupils develop a mutual understanding and respect for others’ beliefs and
religions whilst exploring the six world religions and beginning to address questions about
the existence of God from religious and non-religious perspectives.
Authority - the effect on people's lives (the importance of books/sacred texts and laws and
their impact on lives today).
Stewardship - This unit covers the concept of stewardship from religious and non-religious
perspectives and pupils investigate individuals and charitable organisations who work to
protect the environment.
Year 8 - Year 8 are taught in banded groups. The curriculum covers the following topics
which all begin with inspirational leaders. Places of worship, leading into human rights
followed by life and death and religious attitudes towards the environment.
Islam - Part 1. Beginnings. Sacred Text, place of worship and the impact of these on the lives
of believers. Part 2. The 5 Pillars of faith with a more detailed study of Hajj.

Buddhism – Beginnings. The life of Siddhartha Gautama, main teachings of Buddhism. The
impact of teachings on the lives of believers.
Dr Martin Luther King Jr - A study of his life and the effect of his beliefs on his actions.

Year 9 –
All pupils follow the WJEC Religion & Philosophy Full Course Qualification.
The course which we follow covers the following topics:
Unit 1 Part A: Main religions - Christianity & Buddhism
Unit 1 Part B: Philosophical themes - Life & Death, Good & Evil
Unit 2: Ethical themes – Human Rights, Relationships
Key Stage 4
All pupils follow the WJEC Religion & Philosophy Full Course Qualification.
The course which we follow covers the following topics:
Unit 1 Part A: Main religions - Christianity & Buddhism
Unit 1 Part B: Philosophical themes - Life & Death, Good & Evil
Unit 2: Ethical themes – Human Rights, Relationships
Our results at GCSE are consistently above local and national averages.
Key Stage 5
There is no provision for RP at this level.
Welsh Medium
RP is taught in both English and Welsh throughout the school to GCSE level. Resources are
excellent throughout and the Welsh groups study exactly the same units of work as English
medium groups.
Performance
Examination results in this subject are very pleasing and we consistently achieve grades
above the national average.

Mathematics
Mathematics is one of the key foundational
subjects and here at Ysgol Llanfyllin, we aim as a
department to pass on our love and enthusiasm for
the subject to our students. The department
consists of dedicated teaching staff with a wide range of interests and experience, who
share a genuine passion for the subject and its effective delivery throughout the age and
ability range.
At Ysgol Llanfyllin, we believe that Mathematics is a subject that all students can thrive in
and, as a department, we will do everything we can to ensure that all our students reach,
fulfil and exceed their potential. We do this through fun, challenging and engaging lessons,
carefully monitoring the progress of our students and by providing extracurricular activities.
Key Stage 3
Classes in Year 7 are initially taught in a number of
mixed ability English medium groups and one Welsh
medium group. After an initial period of settling in,
the English medium groups are set according to
ability. The Welsh medium group usually splits into
two sets from Year 8. The progress of pupils is
tracked, and movements made between the sets, if
necessary. This model of setting continues
throughout the remainder of KS3. Students follow differentiated schemes of work, which
allow for each individual to work at a pace that is appropriate to their ability, whilst at the
same time setting challenging targets. Close the gap activities are given, to consolidate and
extend knowledge, and are used to support all other forms of teacher assessment and to
inform future lesson plans.
Key Stage 4
In Years 10 and 11, pupils work towards two qualifications at GCSE level; Mathematics and
Numeracy Mathematics. The Mathematics qualification shows a pupil’s ability to use
mathematical procedures, whilst the Numeracy Mathematics course shows a pupil’s ability
to apply mathematics in order to solve real life problems. Numerical reasoning is an
essential element of both qualifications.
There is an opportunity for pupils who have studied the Higher Tier courses successfully, to
study the subject further in Key Stage 5.
Extra-Curricular
More able Mathematicians are given the opportunity to take part in several
national maths challenges / competitions each year. Sixth form students are
given opportunities to attend events organised by the Further Maths Support
Programme in locations such as Manchester and Aberystwyth.

Science
Key Stage 3
In Key Stage 3 pupils are taught Science in groups
banded by ability. The Key Stage 3 curriculum is
skills based and offers many practical
opportunities. Pupils are taught the importance of Science in daily lives, the job
opportunities in the future and also the fun that can be had with Science.
Key Stage 4
At Key Stage 4 Double Award Science, Applied Science and Separate Science (Biology,
Chemistry and Physics) are taught and are examined through the WJEC. The Separate
Sciences are now offered only to the higher ability pupils due to the difficulty of the course.
Pupils are able to study all of these through both English and Welsh.
Key Stage 5
At AS/A2 level a large number of pupils opt to study the sciences. Biology, Chemistry and
Physics are offered. Completion and success rates are very high. As a result of the strong
grounding they receive at A level many of our students choose to pursue their scientific
interests further at University, with pupils routinely accepted onto Russell Group University
courses.
Welsh Medium
Through the medium of Welsh there is one Year 7 class whilst in Years 8 to 11 there are two
Welsh Medium classes. No Sciences are taught through Welsh at Key Stage 5.
Facilities
The suites of specialist laboratories are well resourced. There are 8 labs in total with each
science class having at least one if not all of their lessons in them. All science teachers are
supplied with powerful tablet style personal computers. Data projectors are installed to all
labs to provide teachers with the opportunity to enhance the delivery of the science
curriculum with this exciting technology.
Extra Curricular
A weekly Science club for Year 7 pupils extends pupils’ experiences beyond the classroom.
Year 8 students are given the opportunity to enter the Salters’ Festival of Chemistry
competition at Aberystwyth University.
Performance
This is a strong department where examination results are regularly above the national
average.

Technology
Key Stage 3
Each year group spends a block period of time
completing tasks which encompass; Electronics,
Resistant Materials, Structures, Robotics and
Mechanisms. CAD and CAM are an integral part of the department including use of a 3D
Printer, CNC Router and Laser Cutter.
Key Stage 4
We offer two courses at Key Stage 4; G.C.S.E. Product Design and a BTEC First Certificate in
Engineering. All are popular choices, where Product Design requires pupils to design, make
and evaluate one substantial task before sitting a theory exam. Each is worth 50% of the
overall qualification. The BTEC First Certificate in Engineering requires pupils to study 3
areas of engineering through practical tasks.
SWG Academy
The technology AoLE has teamed up with local business SWG Construction to offer a Level 2
qualification in Construction and the built environment. The
academy gives students the opportunity to have regular expert
based tuition once per month for SWG Group staff, an
innovative new way to deliver the KS4 curriculum.
Key Stage 5
We offer AS and A2 Product Design. As with the G.C.S.E. Pupils
complete one design and make task and attend an end of year
exam. As well as this we offer a BTEC National Level 3 course in Engineering.
Performance
Exam results are continuously above local and National levels. We often compete and are
successful within many National Competitions; Young Engineer for Britain, National Crest
Awards, Innovation Awards and the Sustainable Design Awards.
Facilities
There are two spacious and purpose built practical rooms where theory also takes place.
Housed between the two rooms is a store room containing a multi station bench saw /
planner / thicknesser and resistant materials. A fully equipped IT
room is available in the Design Block.

