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To parents and carers

Dear parent / carer,

Welcome to the new academic year 2026-27: supporting good attendance

As we begin the 2026-27 academic year, | would like to extend a warm welcome to all
learners, parents and carers. | hope the year ahead is positive, successful and full of
opportunities for every child and young person to learn, develop and thrive.

Good attendance is one of the most important foundations for educational progress,
wellbeing and future success. When children attend school regularly, they are more likely
to keep up with learning, build strong relationships with staff and friends, take part in wider
school life and feel a stronger sense of belonging within their school community.

Every school day matters. Even occasional absence can interrupt learning routines and
make it harder for children to maintain confidence and progress. Establishing good
attendance habits from the start of the academic year can make a significant difference
over time.

Schools, families and the local authority all have an important role in supporting good
attendance. Working together, we can help ensure that children and young people feel
safe, supported and able to access the education, friendships and wider opportunities
they are entitled to.
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Every School Day Matters: A Guide for the 2026-27 Academic Year

The Foundation
for Success
Regular attendance supports
educational progress,
emotional weilbeing, and
future success.

Why Attendance Matters

Building a
Sense of

Building a Sense
of Belonging
Attending school daily helps
children build strong

relationships and feel part of
their community.

Consistency
is Key

Consistency
is Key
Even occasional absences can
interrupt learning routines
and damage a child's
confidence.

Establish
Positive Routines

Establish Positive |
Routines

Support regular attendance by
ensuring children arrive on
time and avoiding term-time
holidays.

Early
Communication
is Vital

Early Communication
is Vital

Contact the school
immediately if barriers like
anxiety or iliness affect
attendance.

~ Collaborative

A Collaborative
Approach
Families, schools, and the

local authority work together to
ensure every learner thrives.
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We ask parents and carers to support regular attendance by encouraging positive
routines, ensuring children arrive on time, avoiding holidays during term time wherever
possible, and keeping in close contact with school if any concerns arise. Your support

makes a real difference.
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Your child is taking
full advantage of
every learning
opportunity.

Satisfactory.

Your child may have to

spend time catching up
with work.

Your child may be at
risk of underachieving
and may need extra
support from you to
catch up with work.
Below 90% you are
at risk of prosecution.

Your child’s low
attendance has a
significant impact on
learning.

You are at risk

of prosecution.

Your child is missing
out on a broad and
balanced education.

You are at risk
of prosecution.

Thank you for working with schools and the local authority to give every learner the best
possible start to the 2026—27 academic year. We look forward to supporting children,
young people and families throughout the year ahead.

Yours sincerely,

—

Vet Nl
)

Dr Richard Jones

LiArat

Cyfarwyddwr Addysg
Director of Education
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